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May 16, 2005

The Honorable Chairman Arlen Specter
Committee on the Judiciary

United States Senate

224 Russell Senate Office Building

Washington, D.C, 20510
Dear Chairman Specter;

that a girl may have an abortion and does not question wh?;ther the Constitution puarantees that right.

Throughout the series of cases, Justice Owen’s interpretation of legislative intent were based on careful
reading of the new statute and the governing U.S. Supreme Court precedent. For example, Justice Owen’s
opinion that a minor should “indicate to the court that she is aware of and has considered that there are
philosophic, social, moral, and religious arguments that can be brought to bear when consideting
abortion.” This opinion is consistent with prior U.S. Supreme Court precedent stating: "The waiting
period, for example, may provide the parent or parents of a pregnant young woman the opportunity to
consult with her in private, and to discuss the consequences of her decision in the context of the values
and moral or religious principles of their faiily” (Planned Parenthood v. Casey).

In short, Justice Owen’s academic and professional qualifications are beyond question. We strongly urge
Senators {o vote positively on her nomination.

Very truly yours,

Al 8(/‘—')@1 o
Florence Shapiro

cc: The Honorable Patrick Leahy
United States Senate
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